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believe that.all the love he professed for her in later
days was real, it would be absurd to suppose that at
this time he regarded her with stronger feelings than
any beautiful damsel, just budding into womanhood,
might arouse in the susceptible heart of a young
man of twenty who was privileged to dance and
frolic with her in her own home. But as barely a
year elapsed before there was talk of a marriage
contract between them, it is fair to assume that even
at this early stage in their intimacy impressions
were started which took shape hereafter.

At Chartley Philip had other matters to think of
besides courtly gaieties and the youthful charms of
Penelope Devereux. There, on the 5th of August,
Sir Henry Sidney received the patent under which
he was again appointed Lord Deputy of Ireland,
and a week later the father and son, who had spent
about two months together after being separated for
three years, parted company for another year.
While the Queen was being entertained at Dudley
Castle, Sir Henry, " taking leave of her Majesty and
kissing her sacred hand with most gracious and
comfortable words from her," started on his jour-
ney, leaving his wife and elder son and daughter to
continue in attendance.

The Earl of Leicester's London residence, known
in his time as Leicester House, and much enlarged
by him, but formerly styled Exeter House, and
afterwards Essex House, was a stately building,
on the south side of the Strand and west of the
Temple gardens, with its own gardens stretching

down to the Thames.    It was within easy reach,
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